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Welcome to New Goshenhoppen Church 
 

Is there really an afterlife? While most people think humans will never 

be able to prove what happens after death, half of adults still believe 

their spirit lives on—somewhere. 

The new survey of over 1,000 people in the United Kingdom, finds 50% 

of respondents believe in an afterlife. Of this group, 60% believe 

everyone experiences the same thing when they die—regardless of 

their individual beliefs. However, two in three believe scientists will 

never be able to tell us what really happens when someone passes. 

Regardless of whether people think they’re going to heaven (55%) or 

worry their life choices could end up sending them to hell (58%), the 

poll finds 68% of all respondents have no fear of what comes next. 

Overall, one in four think people go to heaven or hell, 16% believe 

they’ll exist in a “spiritual realm,” and 16% believe in reincarnation. 

No matter what happens after death, respondents are confident it’ll 

actually be an improvement over their current life. The poll finds adults 

think heaven provides people with a chance to recapture the things 

they’ve lost throughout their life. 

The vast majority (86%) think the afterlife involves a sense of peace and 

66% describe it as a place of happiness. Three in five adults believe 

there will be no more suffering when they die. 

However, respondents think there are a few conditions people need to 

follow in order to reach this peaceful realm. Over four in five people 

(84%) say you have to live a good life and be a generally good person 

to reach heaven. One in three claim you have to place your faith in a 

higher power to reach the afterlife and one in five say it requires you 

to confess all your sins. 
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We Praise and Confess 
The * invites you to rise in body or spirit. 

 

Prelude  

 

Chiming of the Trinity 

 

*Call to Worship ---from Psalm 27; John 4:23 

 

Let us worship God, our light and our salvation. 

The Lord is the stronghold of our lives. 

We desire to live in God’s house 

and to seek God in his holy temple. 

We have come with shouts of joy, 

to sing and to make music to the Lord. 

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 

Teach us your ways and make straight our paths 

in this hour of worship and always. 

 

*Hymn of Praise: No. 367  

  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come – St. George’s Windsor 

 

*Prayer of Adoration  

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 

Almighty God, 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

You are the one who does good to all people, 

making your sun to rise on the evil and on the good 

and sending rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Favorably behold us your servants,  

who call upon your name,  
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and send us your blessing from heaven,  

giving us fruitful seasons, 

and satisfy us with food and gladness. 

May both our hearts and our mouths be continually 

filled with your praise, giving thanks to you in your 

holy church, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, open our lips.  

 And our mouth shall show forth your praise. 

*Praise: No. 519 You Are My Strength When I Am Weak 

 

Invitation to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, 

we confess how hard it is to be your people. 

You have called us to be the church, 

to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to our lonely 

and confused world. 

Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active, 

isolated than involved, callous than compassionate, 

obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving. 

Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us  

and forgive our sins. 

Remove the obstacles preventing us 

from being your representatives to a broken world. 

Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your 

indwelling Spirit. 

This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen. 

Silence 
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Declaration of Pardon from Isaiah 44:21-22, NRSV 

 

Remember these things, O Jacob, 

and Israel, for you are my servant; 

I formed you, you are my servant; 

O Israel, you will not be forgotten by me. 

I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, 

and your sins like mist; 

return to me, for I have redeemed you. 

 

 

We Hear and Respond 
From the Prophets Isaiah 44:6-8 

 
6 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel  

and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:  

“I am the first and I am the last;  

besides me there is no god.  
7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.  

Let him declare and set it before me,  

since I appointed an ancient people.  

Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.  
8 Fear not, nor be afraid;  

have I not told you from of old and declared it?  

And you are my witnesses!  

Is there a God besides me?  

There is no Rock; I know not any.” 1 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
1 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/rcl?ref=YearMonthDay.7-19-2026&off=573&ctx=ion+B%0aIsaiah+44%3a6%E2%80%938%0a~+%0aPSALM%0aPsalm+86%3a11%E2%80%93
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From the Psalter Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
 

1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me!  
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from afar.  
3 You search out my path and my lying down  

and are acquainted with all my ways.  
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,  

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether.  
5 You hem me in, behind and before,  

and lay your hand upon me.  
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  

it is high; I cannot attain it.  
7 Where shall I go from your Spirit?  

Or where shall I flee from your presence?  
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!  

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!  
9 If I take the wings of the morning  

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,  
10 even there your hand shall lead me,  

and your right hand shall hold me.  
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,  

and the light about me be night,”  
12 even the darkness is not dark to you;  

the night is bright as the day,  

for darkness is as light with you.  
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart!  

Try me and know my thoughts!  
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,  

and lead me in the way everlasting! 2 
 

*Gospel Acclamation: No. 48 Rain Down 

 

 

 
2 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/rcl?ref=YearMonthDay.7-19-2026&off=449&ctx=alm+139%3a1%E2%80%9312%2c+23%E2%80%9324%0a~+%0a+%0aOR%0aOld+Testament
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*Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ St Matthew 13:24:-30, 36-43 
 

Hear the Gospel of Christ. 

 Glory to Christ our Savior. 

 
24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 

field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed weeds3 among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the 

plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 
27 And the servants4 of the master of the house came and said to 

him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then 

does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ 

So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you 

root up the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until 

the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the 

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.” ’ ”  

 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his 

disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good 

seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good 

seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the 

evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The 

harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as 

the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the 

end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 

will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-

breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has 

ears, let him hear.3 

 
3 Revised Common Lectionary (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2009). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/rcl?ref=YearMonthDay.7-19-2026&off=660&ctx=%E2%80%9325%0a+%0aGOSPEL%0aMatthew+13%3a24%E2%80%9330%2c+36%E2%80%9343%0a~+%0a+
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This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 Praise to Christ our Lord. 

 

The Word of God Proclaimed Dr Williams – “PD” 

The Problem of Evil People 
 
Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended to heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of  

God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the 

 dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Morning Prayer 

Our Savior’s Prayer [using debts and debtors] 

Welcome and Announcements 
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Offering Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 

Give via PayPal, a Credit Card, or Debit Card by 

scanning the QR code with your camera  

 

Offertory   

*Offertory Response: No. 606 The Doxology 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

 

*Dismissal Song: No. 357  

  The Days Are Surely Coming - Llangloffan 

Following the Light of Christ into the World 

 

We go. . . 

To share the light, faith and love of Jesus 

with all people! 
 

*Dismissal and Blessing 

 

*Going Forth  

 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained 

from ONE LICENSE with license #A-727537. All rights reserved.  

Permission to podcast / stream the music. 

 

Summer Worship in the Park 
 

Through August 30th the New Goshenhoppen Worship Schedule will be: 

 9:00 a.m. in the Park 

 10:30 a.m. in the air-conditioned Sanctuary 

Please know that if temperatures are forecasted for 90 or above, both 

services will be held in the air-conditioned Sanctuary.   
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JULY 19, 2026 
The People of New Goshenhoppen, Ministers 

Rev. Dr. David A. Williams, Senior Pastor and Organist 
Rev. Dr. Deborah Rahn Clemens, Pastor Emerita 

Rev. Erick Kern, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Elaine Ely, Minister of Grief Support 

Kelly Johannsen, Lay Minister of Visitation 
Susan Hemperly, Senior Choir Accompanist 

Cindy Biehn, Administrative Secretary 
Office Phone: 215-679-2041 Email: office@newgoshucc.org 

Visit us online at www.newgoshucc.org 

 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS ~ we’re glad you are joining us for worship!  Please 

sign the visitor card located in the pew rack and drop in the offering plate. 
 

WiFi PASSWORD: Network: NewGoshGuest, password: wearethechurch 
 

CARETAKER: The Personnel Committee welcomes application for the 

position of Caretaker based on 10 hours per week on a salary basis of 

$1,000 per month.  Primary duties to include managing cleaning staff, 

ordering supplies, supervising vendors, and cemetery management.  The 

full job description is available from Donna Fried, the Church Office, or 

Pastor.  Applicants must be able to pass all the required clearances to hold 

the position.  Applications will be received until the position is filled. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUMMER BREAK:  Sunday School is on hiatus.  We 

will resume with our Rally Day kickoff event on Sunday, September 13! 
 

 

VBS needs YOU!  Are you available the week of August 3 – 7 between the 

hours of 9:00 a.m. and Noon and want to join our VBS kids on a Rainforest 

Adventure?  You could help just one day or all five, whatever fits in your 

schedule.   Do you like to be the leader?  You could be a Student Guide 

helping the children find their way from station to station.  Maybe you love 

to sing or play an instrument … you could help in the Sing and Play 

Lagoon.  The Imagination Station is always a fun place to be…or Wild 

games!  And of course, snacks ... we’ll need fuel to re-energize.  No 

planning required on your part, just join in the fun.  Please add your name 

to the sign-up sheet in the Social Room : )  Any questions, please see Lori 

or Janine Horning. 
 

http://www.newgoshucc.org/
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MEMORIAL GIFTS  

The church is grateful for financial gifts received in the 

name of loved ones and friends. 
 

GENERAL FUND 

In loving memory of Samuel & Bertha Schmoyer 

by Sandy & Bill Lewis 

In loving memory of mother, Pauline Schuler 

by David Schuler 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS FOR 300th ANNIVERSARY YEAR: The 

Confirmation Class for students who are in the 7th grade and up will begin 

on Sunday, September 13 at 9:15 a.m. in the Confirmation Classroom.  This 

class will be confirmed on Pentecost, May 2027 as we are celebrating our 

300th Anniversary.  Confirmation Classes will meet on Sunday mornings on 

a schedule agreed between Pastor Dave and the families, understanding 

that there are a few life events that make it necessary to be flexible.  Please 

call the Church Office to register for the class. 
 

PAID JOB OPPORTUNITY:  Seeking nursery school aide(s) for the New 

Goshenhoppen Nursery School PreK (4+year old) and PreSchool classes 

(3+year old). Hours are 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 2, 3 or 5 days per week, 

which includes Lunch Bunch.  The job begins the week of August 31.  If 

interested, please contact the Church Office by Wednesday, July 29, to 

receive and complete an application. Applicants will be required to obtain 

background clearances as required by PA state law.  Questions--contact 

the Church Office at 215-679-2041. 
 

CEMETERY WORKDAY:  The following are the dates for cemetery 

workdays.  We begin the morning with a cup of coffee and a planning meeting 

at 7:30 a.m. with work commencing at 8:00 a.m.  The following dates fall on a 

Saturday:  July 25th, August 22nd, September 26th, October 24th.  Please check 

the weekly bulletin for any date changes. We appreciate any time your 

schedule will allow.  More helpers make tasks easier. 
 

FULL MOON CAMPFIRE:  Consider joining fellow church members and 

friends at the monthly Full Moon Campfire on Wednesday, July 29th, beginning 

at 8:15 p.m.  Bring a friend! This event is weather permitting. Rain and 

“thumpers” cancel.  Bring a chair, favorite non-alcoholic beverage, and a snack 

to share. 
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SYMPATHY is expressed to the family of Phyllis Ackerman who passed to 

eternal life on July 15, 2026.  Please keep in your prayers her children, 

Constance Reynolds, Angela Hunter, Mike Ackerman, and Stephen Ackerman, 

and her extended family. 
 

SYMPATHY is expressed to the family of Ann L. (Fox) Bauman who 

passed to eternal life on July 13, 2026.  Please keep her children, Keith 

Bauman, Rebecca Folk, Donna Ney and Sally Bauman, and her extended 

family in your prayers.  Ann was the sister to our members, Harold Fox, 

Margaret Pennepacker, and Marlene Bieler. 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS:  The Friendship Committee is in search of Coffee 

Hour hosts for July and August. It's summer so we are asking for LIGHT 

refreshments and there is almost always plenty of tea, juice, etc. in the 

Fridge in the Social Room that can be used. If and when we are at the Park, 

just cool drinks and light snacks! Can you help?? Please talk to any member 

of the Friendship Committee if you are interested in helping out! 
 

BLOOD DRIVE:  The summer is winding down fast! Health & Welfare 

would like to remind everyone that our next Blood Drive is Tuesday,  

August 11, 1:00-6:00 p.m. To schedule an appointment call Miller/Keystone 

Blood Center at 1-800-1-800-223-6667, #2 and use code E064 or online 

at: https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/drive schedule/89809 

Dear New Gosh friends, 

I wish to offer my heartfelt thanks for the many cards and notes of 

condolence you sent after the recent death of my father. Your kindness 

and compassion meant more than you realize. It is always a delight to 

hear from New Gosh friends. 

In the peace of Christ, Rev. Ryan D. Travis 

 

BULLETINS are presented in memory of departed loved ones by Tom & 

Elizabeth Graber. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are presented in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Clarence 

Treichler by the family; and in memory of departed loved ones by Dan & 

Tammy Rodgers. 
 

ATTENDANCE:  7/12/26 – 8:00 a.m. 55; 10:30 a.m. 35; Livestream 46; 

Sunday School-hiatus. 
 

https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/drive
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OPERATING INCOME 7/12/26:  Current & Benevolences including EFT 

$4,594; Building, Improvement & Maintenance including EFT $207.  
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS: 

Year to Date Income $293,049.07 

Less Investment Withdrawals $0.00 

 $293,049.07 

Year to Date Expenses $336,757.92 

Special Income $1,164.00 

Special Projects Expenses $9,451.48 

Capital Campaign Income $6,220.00 

Meadows Paid Back Year to Date $18,000.00 

 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. Worship Service (Park) 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary & Livestreamed) 

Mon. 12:00 noon Private Event (Fellowship Hall) 

 6:00 p.m. Boy Scouts (Park) 

 6:30 p.m. Elders Meeting (Pastor Dave’s office) 

Tues. 8:00 p.m. Quilting (Pathfinder Room) 

 10:00 a.m. Calling Hour-Phyllis Ackerman (Parlor) 

 11:00 a.m. Funeral-Phyllis Ackerman (Sanct.) followed by luncheon (FH) 

Thurs. 7:15 p.m. Red Hill Band rehearsal (Park) 

Sat. 7:30 a.m. Cemetery Work Day (cemetery) 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. Worship Service (Park) 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (Sanctuary & Livestreamed) - Baptism 

 

Thank you to our Service Participants 

9:00 a.m.  Next to stage toward 3rd Street:  Janet Weikel 

 Next to stage toward townhouses: Chris Weikel 

 Upper part toward refreshment stand: Stacie Miller

 Liturgist:  Will Howe 

10:30 a.m. Narthex: Peter Hemperly 

 Roberts’ Church Office:  Thomas Bancroft 

 Elevator:  Theodore Kutt 

 Upper Narthex:  Amy Hangey 

 Liturgist/Acolyte:  Steve Lentz 
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NEW MISSION AT NEW GOSHENHOPPEN!  Sometime in the month of 

July, you will notice a large cabinet-type structure outside of the old 

cemetery. It is called The Blessing Box. We wish to help families in our 

community who may be food insecure. The motto of this mission is: “Take 

What You Need - Give What You Can.” Anyone from our church, or our 

community, may take any of the items that they need. We also hope that 

those who are able, will give what they can.  
 

We ask the members of New Goshenhoppen to remember this Blessing 

Box when you go shopping. One item that you add may be a blessing to a 

family in need. You can place your items in this Blessing Box whenever it is 

convenient for you. There will also be a container in the Social Room, 

labeled “Blessing Box”, if you wish to place things there. 
 

Below are some suggestions for items to place in The Blessing Box:  

▪ Any non-perishable food item in its original packaging 

▪ Boxes of any type of pasta 

▪ Any canned protein such as tuna, chicken, or beans 

▪ Rice and rice meals 

▪ Mac and cheese 

▪ Canned fruit and vegetables 

▪ Boxes of pudding and Jello 

▪ Granola bars and fruit snacks 

▪ Ramon noodles  

▪ Boxed cake and muffin mixes 

▪ Soups 

▪ Crackers 

▪ Tomato and spaghetti sauces  

▪ Cereals and oatmeal 

▪ Bottled water and juices 

▪ Baby wipes, food, or diapers 

▪ Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

▪ Laundry detergent and dish soap 
 

Please do not bring clothing, refrigerated foods, or household items 

(such as lamps or dishes). 

Do not leave items outside of the cabinet. If you cannot fit them into 

the cabinet, leave them at the office entrance. However, bottled water 

can be stored under the cabinet. 

Please check expiration dates. 
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GOSCHENHOPPEN MEADOWS FUND 
Each year the Goschenhoppen Meadows Fund supports Ministry, Mission, 

and Maintenance projects above and beyond the annual budget.  This year 

a total of $44,109.36 will be distributed to proposals submitted by the 

congregation ($14,703.12 allocated to each category):  Ministry, Mission, 

and Maintenance.  Ministry covers what we can do for the sake of the 

Gospel.  Mission is financial support for the spread of the Good News and 

Christian acts of love in places beyond our local church.  Maintenance 

covers short and long-term improvements at our church campus. 

Applications and details on the submittal process are available on the New 

Goshenhoppen website at: 

www.newgoshucc.org/mission-outreach 

Scroll down to the bottom of the Mission and Outreach web page             

and click on one of the three application links under the Meadows 

Fund:  Ministry Application, Mission Application, and Maintenance 

Application.  Applications may also be obtained by contacting the Church 

Office directly. 

1) Proposals by members and friends of New Goshenhoppen Church are due in the 

Church Office by August 31, 2026. 

2) All proposals are screened by the Consistory Vice-President and the Senior 

Pastor to ensure sufficient information is included.  Proposal authors are contacted 

as necessary. 

3) Proposals are distributed to the appropriate committees for review and 

disposition. 

• Ministry proposals – Church and Ministry Committee 

• Mission proposals – Deacons’ Committee 

• Maintenance proposals – Property, Park, and Cemetery Committees 

4) Committee recommendations are submitted to Consistory for approval at their 

October meeting. 

5) Approved projects are shared at the November Congregational Meeting. 

Please contact Donna Fried (moosedlf@aol.com) 610-730-0088 or Steve 

Lentz (sklentz72@gmail.com) 215-804-6637 with any questions regarding 

the proposal application process.  As with previous years, the individuals 

submitting proposals will remain anonymous throughout the proposal 

review process. 

 

http://www.newgoshucc.org/mission-outreach
mailto:moosedlf@aol.com
mailto:sklentz72@gmail.com
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(no excuses…..the hymns are printed this week!) 
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