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Welcome to New Goshenhoppen Church! 

 

 

The Gospel text this morning from Matthew 18:21-35 would seem 

to say that itõs okay to do all kinds of terrible things if you simply 

walk in afterward and take the free gift of Godõs forgiveness. 

 

While you and I may be worried about being òpermissive,ó Jesus 

apparently wasnõt. He wasnõt afraid of giving the prodigal son a kiss 

instead of a lecture, a party instead of probation; and he proved that 

by bringing in the elder brother at the end of the  story and having 

him raise pretty much the same objections that we do.  He's angry 

about the party.  He complains that his father is lowering standards 

and ignoring virtue ---  that music, dancing, and a fattened calf are, 

in effect, just so many permissions to break the law.  And to that, 

Jesus has that father say only one thing: òCut that out!ó  Weõre not 

playing good boys and bad boys anymore.  Your brother was dead 

and heõs alive again.  The name of the game now is resurrection, not 

bookkeeping.ó 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King said, òForgiveness is not just an occasional 

act: it is a permanent attitude.ó 

 

Pondering Forgiveness, 

+PD 
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We Praise and Confess 

The * invites you to rise in body or spirit. 
 

Prelude Processional on òLauda Animaó ð arr. Don Hustad 
  

Chiming of the Trinity  

*Hymn of Praise: No. 620 

 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  ð Lauda Anima 

*Apostolic Greeting and Introit  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen!  

Hallelujah!  Praise!  Praise God in the temple, in the highest 

heavens! 

Praise!  Praise Godõs mighty deeds and noble majesty. 

All that is alive, praise! 

Praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!  [Psalm 150:1-2, 6 TP] 

 

*Praise 
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Call to Confession --- based on 1 John 1 
 

Dearly Beloved in the Lord: if we say that we have no sin, we 

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but if we confess our 

sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins, and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.  Let us, therefore, humble ourselves 

before the throne of Almighty God, our heavenly Father, and 

confess our manifold sins and transgressions with lowly and 

contrite hearts, that we may obtain forgiveness of the same 

through the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ. [The Directory of 

Worship ð 1884] 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

Almighty and  most merciful God, 

Our heavenly Father, we humble ourselves before You, 

under a deep sense of our unworthiness and guilt.  We have 

grievously sinned against You, in thought, in word, and in 

deed.  We have come short of your glory, we have broken 

your comm andments, and turned aside every one of us 

from the way of life.  Yet now, O most merciful Father, hear 

us when we call upon you with penitent hearts, and for the 
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sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us.  Pardon 

our sins; take away our guilt; an d grant us your peace.  

Purify us, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, from all 

inward uncleanness, and make us able and willing to serve 

you in newness of life, to the glory of your holy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  [The Hymnal 1934 - 

edited] 
 

Silent Confession 

The Kyrie 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

Assurance of Pardon  
 

Hear now the comforting assurance of the grace of God, 

promised in the Gospel to all that repent and believe: As I live, 

says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 

but that the wicked turn from their way and live.  God so loved 

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 

Unto as many of you, therefore, beloved sisters and brothers, as 

truly repent of your sins, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

with full purpose of new obedience, I announce and declare, by 

the authority and in the Name of Christ, that your sins are 

forgiven, according to his promise in the gospel; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.  [The Directory of Worship 1884] 
 

Praise 

Praise the Lord! 

 The Lordõs Name be praised. 

 

*Gloria In Excelsis [Glory Be to God on High] 
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[Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978] 

 

*Prayer of the Day [The Collect] 
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*Passing of the Peace 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you.  

 

We Hear and Respond 

From the Old Testament Genesis 50:15-21 

 
15 When Josephõs brothers saw that their father was dead, they 

said, òIt may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the 

evil that we did to him.ó 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, 

òYour father gave this command before he died: 17 ôSay to Joseph, 

òPlease forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 

because they did evil to you.óõ And now, please forgive the 

transgression of the servants of the God of your father.ó Joseph 

wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell 

down before him and said, òBehold, we are your servants.ó 19 But 

Joseph said to them, òDo not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As 

for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 

bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 

today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.ó 

Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 1 

 

The Word of the Lord! 

 Thanks be to God.  

 

The Psalter Psalm 103 

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

and all that is within me,  

bless his holy name!   
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

and forget not all his benefits,  

                                                 
1 Revised Common Lectionary. (2009). Faithlife. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/rcl?ref=YearMonthDay.9-17-2023&off=537&ctx=NT%0aGenesis+50%3a15%E2%80%9321%0a~+%0aPSALM%0a(Psalm+103%3a1
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3 who forgives all your iniquity,  

who heals all your diseases,  
4 who redeems your life from the pit,  

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  
5 who satisfies you with good  

so that your youth is renewed like the eagleõs.  
6 The LORD works righteousness  

and justice for all who are oppressed.  
7 He made known his ways to Moses,  

his acts to the people of Israel.  
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
9 He will not always chide,  

nor will he keep his anger forever.  
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,  

nor repay us according to our iniquities.  
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;  
12 as far as the east is from the west,  

so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  
13 As a father shows compassion to his children,  

so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 2 

 

*Gospel Hymn: No. 415  

  Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy  - Restoration 

 

*The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ St. Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Hear the Gospel of Christ. 

 Glory to Christ our Savior.  

 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, òLord, how often will my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?ó 

                                                 
2 Revised Common Lectionary. (2009). Faithlife. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/rcl?ref=YearMonthDay.9-17-2023&off=567&ctx=salm+103%3a1%E2%80%937)+8%E2%80%9313%0a%5b~+%5d%0a+%0aNEW+TESTAMENT%0aR
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22 Jesus said to him, òI do not say to you seven times, but seventy-

seven times.  
23 òTherefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his servants.7 24 When he began 

to settle, one was brought to him who owed him t en thousand 

talents.8 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to 

be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment 

to be made. 26 So the servant9 fell on his knees, imploring him, ôHave 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.õ 27 And out of pity 

for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him 

the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of 

his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii,10 and seizing 

him, he began to choke him, saying, ôPay what you owe.õ 29 So his 

fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ôHave patience with 

me, and I will pay you.õ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison 

until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what 

had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ôYou wicked servant! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you 

have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?õ 
34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,11 until he 

should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.ó 3 

  

This is the Gospel of Christ. 

 Praise to Christ our Lord.  

*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostlesõ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

                                                 
3 Revised Common Lectionary. (2009). Faithlife. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/rcl?ref=YearMonthDay.9-17-2023&off=627&ctx=mans+14%3a1%E2%80%9312%0a+%0aGOSPEL%0aMatthew+18%3a21%E2%80%9335%0a~+
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit  

and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended to heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father a lmighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,   

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

 

Morning Prayer 

Ministry of Music [10:30 a.m.]     Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive -  
                                                                                      Austin Lovelace  

One License #A727537 
Senior Choir 

 

Proclamation of Godõs Word òP.D.ó 

Unhindered Forgiveness  

Our Saviorõs Prayer [using debts  and debtors ] 

 

The Saints in Action 

 

Offering Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 

Give via PayPal, a Credit Card, or Debit Card by 

scanning the QR code with your camera  

 

 

Offertory Music   

 What Does the Lord Require of  You ð arr. Thewes 
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*The Doxology: No. 606 Praise God ð Old Hundredth  

 

*Offertory Prayer 

Hymn of Dismissal: No. 435  

  Thereõs a Wideness in Godõs Mercy ð In Babilone 

Following the Light of Christ into the World  

 

We go. . . 

To share the light, faith and love of Jesus  

with all people!  
 

*Dismissal with Blessing  

 

Postlude Let Everything that Has Breath  ð Douglas Wagner 

One License #A727537 

 

 
 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-727537. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast / 

stream the music in this service obtained from Dan Tuck. 
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 

The People of New Goshenhoppen, Ministers 
Rev. Dr. David A. Williams, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine Ely, Minister of Grief Support  

Kimberly Cornwell and Kelly Johannsen, Lay Ministers of Visitation 
Beverly A. Benner, Director of Christian Education 

Dan Tuck, Director of Music 

Cynthia Hector, Childrenõs Music Director 

Susan Hemperly, Senior Choir Accompanist 

Cindy Biehn, Administrative Secretary 
Office Phone: 215-679-2041 Email: office@newgoshucc.org 

Visit us online at www.newgoshucc.org 

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS ~ weõre glad you are joining us for worship!  
 

BRASS BUCKETS:  Donations are being accepted for those affected by the 

devastating wildfire that incinerated the historic town of Lahaina on the 

island of Maui.  Kindly make donations payable to New Goshenhoppen 

Church.  Funds will be mailed directly to the Hawaiian Conference of the 

United Church of Christ for immediate distribution to provide aide for 

those displaced by the fire. 

 

WiFi PASSWORD: Network: NewGoshGuest, password: wearethechurch  

NEXT WEEK:  Please read St. Matthew 20:1-16. 
 

KIDSWORD and LITTLE KIDSWORD bulletins are available on the entry 

table on the second floor as you enter the Sanctuary. 
 

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONALS are located on a table in the vestibule at 

the Fellowship Hall side entrance and in the narthex of the church 

building.   There is no charge for the booklets. 
 

THE CONFIRMATION CLASS AND YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GROUP will be 

working together next Sunday, September 24th, following worship to help 

out Randy & Sherry Peterson with weeding and mulching at their home 

on Jefferson Street.  They will enjoy lunch following worship, take care of 

the lawn, and then head out for an afternoon of Putt -Putt Golf!  We will 

enjoy working together and then laughing together.   This project comes 

with the DB/DW ð òDone Welló Guarantee!  

http://www.newgoshucc.org/
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THANK YOU:  On behalf of the Park Picnic Committee a special "THANK 

YOU" to all the helpers, bakers of delicious breakfast & dessert cakes, 

Susan Royer's piano students & Opera soloist, our church staff, our patrons 

and sponsors, and everyone involved in our annual Allentown Band & Park 

Picnic event.  The money raised from this church event goes towards the 

maintenance and expenses of our church park. 

 

FULL HARVEST MOON:  The September full moon campfire will be on 

Friday, September 29th.  The campfire will start at 7:00 p.m. Bring a chair, a 

drink, a snack, and join us for fellowship.  

  

WORLD WIDE COMMUNION:  We will celebrate the Lordõs Table at New 

Goshenhoppen on October 1st as we witness to our interconnectedness as 

the Body of Christ in the sharing of the Bread and Cup.  

  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL PIG ROAST!  Mark your calendars 

and join us for a time of worship and fellowship on Sunday, October 8th.  

We will gather for worship at 10:30 a.m. in the Church Park followed by a 

delicious roast pork meal provided by Conrad Fisher. Please bring your 

favorite covered dish and/or dessert and place settings for your family. The 

Friendship Committee will provide drinks, condiments, rolls/bread, and 

gravy. This has been a tradition for many years, it is a fun day of worship 

and fellowship in our beautiful park. Please bring your family and friends, 

and we will pray that God provides a beautiful fall day.   

 

BLOOD DRIVE:  New Goshenhoppen United Church of Christ along with 

Miller/Keystone Blood Center is hosting a Blood Drive on Monday, 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. To 

schedule an appointment, visit GIVEaPINT.org and use sponsor code E064.  

Appointments are required.  If you need help scheduling an appointment, 

call Sherry Peterson at 267-374-2530.  Please prayerfully consider this 

much needed ministry. Thank you from the Health and Welfare 

Committee. 

 

SYMPATHY is expressed to the family of Edith Endy  who passed to 

eternal life on September 13, 2023.  Please keep her children, Robert Endy, 

Donna Smith, Judy Long, and Michael Endy, and her extended family in 

your prayers.  A Memorial Service is set for Saturday, October 7.  Time to 

be determined. 

http://giveapint.org/
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YOU ARE INVITED - òFIFTY YEARS OF DIGITAL MUSICó:  The Board of 

Directors of Life Long Learning extends an invitation to all New 

Goshenhoppen members to attend one of the upcoming classes, which 

may be of special interest.  On Tuesday, October 24, Aram Basmadjian of 

Allen Organ, will be presenting a session on Fifty Years of Digital 

Music.  The class will take place in the choir loft of the Sanctuary. In 

addition to hearing about the evolution of digital music, it will f eature 

some demonstrations on the newly refurbished organ.  The class runs from 

11:00 a.m. till 12:00 noon.  All are invited, no registration required.   Just 

head up to the  choir loft by 11:00 a.m. to enjoy the session. 

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS may pick up their arrangements outside the 

Main Entrance doors following the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  Flowers will 

remain there until Wednesday, after which time they will be discarded.   

 

BULLETINS are presented in memory of parents, Catherine & Paul Krauss 

and sister, Marion Weikel by Marie Sell and Marlene Gehman; and in 

memory of Paul Gehman by wife, Marlene and family.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS are presented in memory of departed loved ones by 

Conrad Fisher; and in honor of mother, Barbara Haas by Deb Nester. 

 

THE FLOWERS BEHIND THE PULPIT are presented in loving memory of 

the birthday anniversary of Dean Steinman love, Mom and sister, Stacie. 

 

OPERATING INCOME 9/3/23 and 9/10 /23:   Current & Benevolences 

$7,897.50; Building, Improvement & Maintenance $465; Brass Buckets to 

date $1,258.  Monthly EFT income $5,060.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS:    

         2023 Year to Date Income   $484,368 

         Less 2023 Investment Withdrawals   $  22,348                

   $462,020 

         2023 Year to Date Expense   $483,736 

         Special Projects BIM Income   $110,637  

         Special Projects BIM Expenses   $261,496 

         Accessibility 2023 Year to Date Income           $     3,835 
 

IN PERSON: 9/10/23 ð 8:00 a.m. 43; 10:30 a.m. 71; Livestream (You Tube) 

53.  Sunday School 81.   
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
Sun. 8:00 a.m. Worship Service (S) ð Harvest Home 

 9:15 a.m. Sunday School (Christian Education Bldg.) 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (S) ð Harvest Home 

 12:30 p.m. Private Event (Park) 

Mon. 6:30 p.m. Elders Meeting (Pastor Daveõs office) 

 7:00 p.m. Red Hill Band Board meeting (Robertsõ Room) 

Tues. 8:00 a.m. Quilting (Pathfinder Room) 

 6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts (lower level classrooms) 

Thurs. 10:00 a.m. Bible Study (Confirmation Room) 

 1:00 p.m. Grief Support (Robertsõ Room) 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Study (Confirmation Room) 

Sat. 7:30 p.m. Property Work Day 

Sun. 8:00 a.m. Worship Service (S)  

 9:15 a.m. Sunday School (Christian Education Bldg.) 

 9:15 a.m. Confirmation Class (Confirmation Room) 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (S)  

 11:45 a.m. Confirmation & Youth Group pizza lunch (Fellowship Hall) 

 12:30 p.m. Confirmation & Youth Group - yard work at Petersonõs 

 1:30 p.m. Confirmation & Youth Group ð Putt Putt Golf 
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

8:00 a.m.  GREETER (Narthex):  Nancy Haines 

GREETER (Robertsõ Room):  Amy Hangey 

USHER (elevator):  Chris Weikel 

LITURGIST/ACOLYTE:  Melissa Jamison 

 

10:30 a.m.   GREETER (Narthex):  Steve Lentz 

GREETER (Robertsõ Room):  Kelly Alderfer 

USHER (elevator):  Lori Horning 

             LITURGIST/ACOLYTE:  Sheri Ackerman 

 

 

TV CARTS:  There are three TV carts in the Fellowship Hall that are free to 

anyone who can use them.  Contact Dale Benner at 267-383-8301 to 

arrange pickup. 
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Continued on next page. . .  
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